Urban Concept 

A two fronted building, an east west passage. The site is linear, as is  the remembered trajectory of the  Statione Vittoria. The Beic´s two doors address the east the centre of Milan, Viale Umbria and the park  and also with an equal priority the west the new subway exit, Viale Mugello and the new sport and recreation landscape beyond. An east west pedestrian walkway runs not parallel to but through the Beic urban networking.

Urban Landmark 

A rectangular mega-form 36 m high, locates and anchors this vessel of culture and information in the urban and regional field. A grand but not pompous statement, a building form which functions as invitation, frame and enabler  to the multiple passages and trajectories of its users. 
Urban Integration 

East and west entrance ramps fold surrounding pavements up to the +5.00 piazza, entrances and lobby. These with their large grass carpets are both park and urban forum. Reading arms extending out from the main volume tie the Beic forecourt into the surrounding urban texture. To the west the unsatisfactory neighbouring street front of the Via Monte Ortigare is masked by the colonnade and upper reading decks. To the piazza colonnades filter the view to trees and the Metropolis building.
Urban Detail 

A one floor workshop arm defines the streetline of the Via Monte Ortigara. Windows like that to the main elevator lobby on axis with the Via Vertoiba, tie through framed views the interior back to the urban context. Ramps on the north facade allow  crossings of the site after Beic hours. 

The Library Village is placed on the larger site and sets the scale for the two blocks toward the Via le Molise.
Structure 

The principle structural material is reinforced concrete, both insitu and prefabricated.

A 20 m wide span for library decks ensures minimal column interference. Prefabricated service and structural  beams  1.5m deep and 4.0m wide run in a north south direction. Between these are the 14m wide modular floor cassettes (precast or hollow -core). Columns are also prefabricated.  

The outer hull requires torsional and flexural stiffness in its main elements, this is achieved through closed section sandwich construction. The hull roof will be of reinforced or composite girder and chassis members. The hull foundation is a bed plate with reinforced ranges under roof shoring elements.
Library  Atmosphere 

The terraces of the various departments frame a communicative forum, a landscape of knowledge like the National  Bibliotek in Berlin. Reading salons nestled into the side walls of the frame or balcony edge desks offer a wide variety of working atmospheres. The atmosphere of a library is largely determined by its acoustic character, here vertical walls are panelled in sound absorbing perforated wood panels. Floor surfaces and undersides of ceiling cassettes are also absorptive.
Beic Program 

A 5 m high socle contains all functions outside the controlled library Conference, Teaching Centre, Media Forum,  Children’s Library with garden, carparks.

The walkthrough Lobby, with its high skylight, welcomes and gives a visual orientation to all departments galleried above. It flows into the entrance general, information and reference zone.

Reading Rooms are on the north side of the Beic forum, `Users Own´ in the east arm and connecting to youth areas. Material in circulation salons are organised around light chimneys.

Departments are on three upper balconies overlooking the Beic forum, with variable stores and connected via ramps in the reading arms - a flowing together.

Offices are within the roof of the wrapping frame, with internal courts and an entrance gallery overlooking the library  landscape.

Department offices and stores are absorbed within the thickness of the hull south wall.

Material 

he sculptured volume of the enclosing frame is clad in titanium (alternative, silver anodised steel panels RAL 9006). Building Base in Stone.

Wide span  ( 14m, 20m column grid) precast floor plates with service cassettes

(alternative, hollow-core 45 cm plates). Glass with semi-transparent screen print dot matrix will be used for carrels  and other light interior devisions.

Services

Pasive climate control and energy saving systems are planned where ever possible floor heating on library terraces heat evacuation through frame/ceiling beams to prevent green house effect all glass surfaces on the south, east and west sides are fitted with fixed or moving sun louvers.

